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Dear Sin 

Reconsideration of the final rejection dated October 17, 2005 is requested. Essentially, 
all claims are rejected over the combination of the Narikiyo patent taken with the VanOstrand, et 
al. patent. Claim 1 is a claim to the control, and recites that the control receives a plurality of 
zone control signals, which provide information on a desired temperature and an actual 
temperature. The control utilizes a current one of the zone control signals and at least a prior one 
of the zone control signals to determine a desired staging demand for an associated HVAC 
system. 

Claim 8 is a method claim and includes determining a zone demand for each of several 
zones based upon a zone set point, and an actual zone temperature. The claim requires 
determining a desired stage for an associated HVAC system based upon a current value of the 
zone demand and prior values of the zone demand 

Independent claim 10 is a claim to the system and recites that there are a plurality of zone 
controls allowing the setting of the 2one set point, and determining an actual zone temperature. 
A central control is recited as utilizing current zone control signals and at least a prior zone 
control signal to determine a desired staging demand for an HVAC system component. 

1 



PAGE 1/3 • RCVDAT 12/2/2005 2:01:35 PM [Eastern Standard Time]" SVR:USPTO€FXRF«24 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSfD:12489888363 * DURATION (mm-ss):0046 



12-/02/2005 FRI 14:05 FAX 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



3 S002/003 



60,246-313; 10,857 



The references do not meet the claims, even if the combination is proper. As pointed out 
in the last n^ponse, VanOstrand, et ai. does not disclose utilizing current and past zone signals 
to determine a stage for an HVAC system. The examiner points to a portion of VanOstrand, et 
aL which describes the use of a control loop. However, this control loop goes to damper 
positioning. It appears that this control loop is for properly positioning where the damper is at 
each of the zones. That is, it appears VanOstrand, et aL is disclosing a control to properly 
position a damper at a desired location, but not for determining what the desired location is. 
Thus, as an example, the control of VanOstrand, et ai. would not look at current and past zone 
control signals. Rather, at best, VanOstrand, et aL looks at current and past damper control 
signals. Within each of the claims, the signals that are utilized are claimed as requiring 
information about the particular zone, not the damper. As such, even if the combination is 
proper, the claims are still not met. 

Dependent claims 2 and 3 ftirther recite features that are simply not shown by 
VanOstrand, et aL Nothing within VanOstrand, et ai. mentions that the current and past position 
signals are utilized to determine system demand. Certainly, the formula found in claim 3 is not 
shown within VanOstrand, et al. The detail of claim 7 is in no manner shown by VanOstrand, et 
aL Claim 7 requires that there be first and second multipliers applied to the current and past zone 
control signals, and that those multipliers be different. Nothing within VanOstrand, et al. can 
meet this claim. 

The claims dependent back to system claim 10 are patentably distinct for reasons similar 
to those mentioned above with regard to the dependent claims going back to claim 1. Simply, 
the claims are allowable over the prior art, and an indication of such is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Theodore W. Olds, Reg. No. 33,080 
Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 
400 W. Maple Road, Ste. 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(248) 988-8360 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION UNDER 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States patent and Trademark Office, fax number (571) 273-8300, on December 2005. 
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